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The Voice of the Pack
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CHAPTER IV Continued
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He called onco to Lennox snatched

the shotgun that BtlU stood where he
had placed It In the corner of the
room and hastened to the corral The
maro whickered plaintively when he
took her from her food

When Snowbird first heard the step
in the thickets beside her she halted
bravely and held her lantern high She
understood at last The very extremity
of the beams found n reflection In two
very curious circles of greenish Are
a Are that was old upon the world be-

fore
¬

man ever rubbed two sticks to-

gether
¬

to strike a flame Of course
the dim rays had simply been reflect-
ed

¬

on the eyes of some great beast of
prey

She Identified It at once Only the
eyes of the felines with vertical pu-

pils
¬

havo tills Identical greenish glare
The eyes of the wolves glow In the
darkness but the circles are usually
bright points Of course It wus a cou-
gar

¬

She didnt cry out again Realizing
nt last the reality of her peril her
long training in the mountains came
to her aid That did not mean she
was not truly and terribly afraid The
beast was hunting her Sho couldnt
doubt this fact Curiosity might make
n lion follow her but It would never
beget such a wild light of madness In
his eyes as this she had Just seen She
simply clamped down all her moral
strength on her rising hysteria and
looked her situation In the face Her
hand Hew Instinctively to her side
and the pistol leaped in tho lantern
light

But the eyes had already blinked
out before sho could raise the weapon
She shot twice The echoes roared
bnck unbelievnbly loud In tfie silence
and then abruptly dledand the only
sound was a rustling of leaves as the
cougar crouched Sho sobbed once
then hurried on

She was afraid to listen nt first She
wanted to believe that her pistol Are
would frlgtiten the animal from her
trail She knew under ordinary con-

ditions
¬

that It would If he sUll fol-
lowed

¬

It could mean but one thing
that some vnheard of Incident had oc-

curred
¬

to destroy his fear of men It
would mean thnt he had knowingly set
upon her trail and was hunting her
with all the age old remorselessncss
that Is the code of the mountains

For a little while all was silence
Then out of the hush tho thickets sud ¬

denly crashed and shook on the oppo-
site

¬

side of the trail She fired blind-
ly

¬

Into the thicket Then she caught
herself with a sob But Two shells
remained In her pistol and they roust
be saved for tho test

Whlsperfoot the cougar remember
Ing the lessons of hla youth turned
from the trail when he had first heard
Snowbirds step He had crouched
and let her pass She was walking
Into the wind and as she was at the
Closest point a message had blown
back to him

The hair went straight on his shoul ¬

ders and nlong his spine Ills blood
running cold an Instant before from
fear mndo a great leap In his veins
A picture came In his dark mind the
chase for a deer when the moon had
set the stir 6i a living thing that

Tirokc twigs in tho thickets and the
he Mid made There had beenJenp thnt night the wlldness nnd the

madness and tho exultation of the kill
Of course there had been terror first
fcut the terror had soon departed and
left something lying warm and still
In the thickets It was the same game
that walked his trail In front game
that died easily and yet In n vague
way he did not understand the
noblest game of all It was living
flesh to tear with talon nnd fang
i All his training nil tho Instincts Im-

bued
¬

In hlra by a thousand generations
of cougars who know this greatest
fear were simply obliterated by tho
sudden violence of his hunting-madnes- s

He had tasted this blood once
and It could never be forgotten Tho
flame leaped In his eyes And then he
bppnn the etnlk

A cougar trying to creep silently
on its game does not move quickly Tt

simply steals as a serpent steals
through the grass Whlsperfoot stnlked
for n period of five minutes to learn
thnt the prey was farther awny from
Mm nt every step

He trotted forward until he came
close and nsnln he stalked Again he
found nfter n few minutes of silent
creeping through the thickets thnt he
liict lnt distance Evidently this
piuiie did not feed slowly like the

dr It wus o he a chaw then
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Again he trotted within one hundred
feet of the girl

Three times more ho tried to stalk
before he finally gave It up altogether
This game was like the porcupine
simply to bo chased down nnd tnken
And In the casd of all animals thnt
hunt their game by overtaking It
there was no longer any occasion for
going silently The thing to do was to
come close and spring from the trail
behind

Though the fear was mostly gone
tho cougar retained enough of that
caution thnt most wild animals ex-

hibit
¬

When hunting a new gnmo so
that he didnt attempt to strike Snow-
bird

¬

down nt once But as the chase
went on his passion grew upon him
Ever he crept nearer And at last he
sprang full Into the thickets beside
her

At that Instant she had shot for the
first time Bccauso the light had left
his eyes before sho could find aim
both shots had been clean misses And
terrible as tho reports were ho was
too engrossed In the chase to be
frightened nwny by mero sound This
was the cry the man pack always
mado these sudden startling sounds
In tho silence But he felt no pain
He crouched a moment shivering
Then he bounded on again

The third shot was a miss too In
fact there had been no chnnce for a
hit A sound In the darkness Is as
unreliable a target as can possibly bo
imagined And It didnt frighten him
ns much as the others He waited
crouching and the girl started on

Sho was making other sounds now
queer whimpering sounds not greatly
different from the bleat that the fawn
utters when It dtes It was n fear
sound nnd If there Is one emotion

were
quimity iUBe- - understood

She Shot Twice

She was afraid of him then and that
meant need no longer In the
least afraid of her His skin began o
twitch nil over with that terrible mad-
ness

¬

nnd passion of the flesh hunters
This game was Ilko the deer and

the thing to do was Ho in wait There
war nnlv fine trail Ha wasnt afraid
of losing her In the darkness She
was neither fleet like tho deer nor
courageous like Woof the bear He
had only to watt and leap from thel
darkness when she passed

When Dan Falling riding like mad
oVer the mountain trail beard the
third shot from Snowbirds plsto he
felt that one of the debts owed bad
come due at last He seemed to know
as the darkness pressed around him
that he was to tried In the Are And
the horse staggered beneath him as
be tried to hasten

He showed no mercy to his mount
Horse flesh Isnt made for carrying a
heavy man over such n trail as this
and she was red nostrlled and lath-

ered
¬

before half njle lind been cov-

ered He made ber leap up the rocks
and on fairly level stretches loosed
the reins and lashed her Into a gallop
Only a mountain horse could hare
stood that test He gave thought
to his own safety His courage Vas

at the test end no risk of his own
life must Interfere with his-- attempt
to save Snowbird from the danger
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that threateeafier He didnt kaoW
when the hfieVtwould fall with bus
and precIpltMejim down precipe
and ho wasietxectly aware that to
crash into a tasftianglng limb of one
of the groat trees beside the trail
would probably tfrush hir Skull BHt
he took the chance And before the
ride was dose kJfound himself plead-
ing

¬

with theherse even as ho lashed
her sides with hta whip

Tho lesser tritst creatures sprang
from his trajljjand onco the ware
leaped high termlss a dark shadow
that crossed hijrjont As she caught
her stride Daiheanl squeal and a
rattle of qultistXat Identified the crea-
ture ns a porcupHie

By now he hftU passed the first of
Uhe worst grades coming out upon a

long easy slope df open- - forest Again
he urged hla horse leaving to her
keen senses TaIoqe the choslng of the
path Jetweenih great tree trunks

Then he hefid Snowbird Ore for tho
fourth time ami he knew that he had
almost oyortaieri her The report
seemed to uinqgeb tho air And he
lashed his beam Into the fastest run
sho knew ajflld sobbing figure In
the darkness

Shes only got one shot more he
said He knewhow many bullets her
pistol carried jand the danger what¬

ever It was must be Just at hand Un-

derbrush
¬

cracked beneath him And
then the horse drew up with a Jerk
that almost hurled him from the sad-

dle
¬

He lashed at tier In vain She was
not afraid In the darkness nnd the
rocks of the trail but some Terror In
the woods In front had In an Instant
broken his control over her Sho
reared snorting then danced In nn
Impotent clrcIeMeanwhllo precious

A VXseconds fleeing
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stood still SWvering beneath him but
would notJuice a step Tho silence
deepened SoWjwhere In tho dark ¬

ness beforo hlra a great cougar was
waiting by the trail and Snowbird
hoping for the moment that It had
gjven op the chase was hastening
through the shadows squarely into Its
ambURh t

Whjsperfoot crouched tower and
again his long serpent of a tall oegnn
the little vertical motion thnt always
precedes his leap Ho had not forgot-
ten

¬

the wild rapture oJ that moment
he hnd Inadvertently sprung on tandy
Hlldreth or how hfter his terror had
died he hnd come creeping hack- - He
hunted his own froy waiting on the
trail and his mjtdness was at Its
height ne was Kgtjust Whlsperfoot
the coward that nins at the shadow
of a tall form inthe thickets The
consummation uns complete and that
single experience of a month before
had made of hfma hunter of men
His muscles set for tho leap

So intent was lie that his keen
senses didnt delect the fact that
there was n curious echo to the girls
footsteps Dan Falling had slipped
down from his terrified horse and was

-

running up the trail-- behind her pray ¬

ing that he could be in time
Snowbird heard the pat pat of hla

feet but at first she did not dare to
hope thnt aid had come to her She
had thought of Dbb as on the far
away marshes and her father the
only other living occupant of this part
of the Divide might even now be ly¬

ing dead in his house In her terror
she had lost all power of- - Interpreta-
tion

¬

of events The sound might no
the cougnrs mate oteven the wolf
pack Jealous of his game Sobbing
she hurried on Into Whlsperfoots am
bush

Then she heard a voice and It seem ¬

ed to be calling o her -- Snowbird

WORLDS MOSXLONELY SPOT

Not a Desolate Island Nor the Center
of a Crowded City out the Un ¬

friend Heart

Asked to name fiJe jonesbmwt place
In the world a traveler once answered
The Island of Tristan dAcunha far

off the coast of South --America Its
population Is 70 end It Is yllted by
a vessel only once la two years

But the traveierwaa wrung nv
latid remote limited la society the
Island may be Bui why lonesome
Th last thlnir we heard froa U WW

tfiat fall the lnbabM8tt yere working
together to fight adangerois piague
oJ raja When people can get togeth¬

er for tt common aVrpoe they arent
lonesome

A roan told ud the ojher day that
the lonesomest place tie ever foand
jrai New York city where he didnt
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lairda reflexes hadkaht nr M iiw
JBven m the great-eat-iiape- ton

jt - t v inger preeaed jmeK aalttatrW Jof few pMo she Ihk lM effryVl
r gun w flNMt oraad She

AHM JtL thltf last ttae irHhao oob
Wm etfort It wai jwrt a lt ta- -
tteettve effort to defend hereof
Om other element affected the le
fc tiehad whlried to aaawer DaV

cry Jmi as the cougar left the ground
But Me bad still been la range The
eely effect was to leesen In some dV
free the accuracy of th spring The
bullet caught the beast in raid air
hut even If It had reached Its heart
the moraentam of the attack was tee
great to be completely overcome
Snowbird only knew that some rast
resistless power had struct her sad
that the darkness seemed to roar and
explode about her

Harjed to her face In the trail she
did not see the cougar sprawl ea tn
earth beside her The Acme la the
lantern almost flicked ont as- - It fell
from her hand then flashed up and
down from the deepest gloom to a
vivid glare with something of the ef-

fect
¬

of lightning flickering In the sky
Nor did she hear the first frenzied
thrashing of the wounded animal
Kindly unconsciousness had fallen ob-
scuring

¬

this and also the sight of the
great cat In the agony of Its wound
creeping vflth broken shoulder and
Bared clnws across the plne needle
toward her defenseless body

TO BE CONTINUED

Moral Forces
Above all It is ever to be kept la

mind that not by material but by
moral force are men and their ac-
tions

¬

governed How noiseless is
thought I No rolling of drums no
tramp of squadrons or Immeasurable
tumult of baggago wagons attends
tho movement In what obscure and
sequestered placea may tho head be
meditating which is one day to be
crowned with more than Imperial au-

thority
¬

for kings tind emperors will
be among Its ministering servants It
will rule not over but In their heade
and with these its solitary combina
tions of Ideas as with magic Termu
las bend the world to Its wilt The
time may come when Napoleon him--

self will be better known for hla lavra
than for his battles and the victory
of Waterloo proYeJleseftmomentouaM
than the opening or the liratraecbaB
Ics Instltutc fThomns Carlyle
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Flrst Payment of Rent

It would bo hard to find exact rec¬

ords of the first rent paid It Is said
that when tho Germans conquered
parts of Qaul the land was parceled
out to chiefs lieutenants and private
soldiers In return the holders of the
lands promised military service when
needed Some of the land was given
to favorites who were allowed to pay
In money Instead of service and the
system whs established Bent was
certainly known in the days that Homo
flourished thero being Latin names
for rent under long leasehold tenure
rent of a farm ground rent rent of
state lands and the annual rent pay
abto for the right to tho perpetual en-

joyment
¬

of anything built on the sur ¬

face of the land

Slept Thirty Two Yeara
Surety a subject for the specutntivt

psychologist 4s the record sleep In
dulged In by Caroline Ohlson a
Swedish girl In 1975 when only a
child of fourteen years she fell Into a
long trance In the Island of Okuko la
the Baltic and remained unconscious
for 32 years Food tTas administered
to her although she seemed quite un-
concerned

¬

Nor did sho respond to
any Inquiry during that long time
Then suddenly she awoke no longe
a girl but a ralddle nged vrOman and
the most careful examination could
not reveal the slightest weakness or
mental effect After comlafe oat e her
long trance Caroline pJoyed very good
health

Many a man has risked aocufrlag a
wife In order to adjulre a slater1

know a soul and hlilng there didnt
matter to anyone Ad he yaa right
But ne set aoout cnaaging tnat cona ¬

tion and he dtdat And even New-- Tstk
lonesome very long For the loceeea
est place Is no jueetle of geography
or population or economics The lose
aomeet place 1s always the huraas
heart which hasnt learned hew to
reach out to other hiHBaa hearts la
Jhe sure knowledge that there wftl
be soraethTn n cowmen that If It has
affection to spend and loyalty and
truth and frtendtlawM there are theee
things In return walttag to welcome it
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A Culinary Wewnd
They were dlscuMlBg a cae et

shooting and one mb vestured the
opinion that The Tlctlat weald get
well 0t well P cried th ether
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Tve had some remarkable exf- -
rlences in my life but none morewea
derjjBl than the Way Tanlac oveieiww
ray trouble and Made e Kala-twe- a-

iypefcadev was the statement of Mrs
ChrlMtaa KrMiunrian 191 AUm SM-

Oakkndf Calif One tthe experiences
to which Mrs Dlngman refers is well
kaown to her friends When child
of three years accompanying her fa- -

ther a noted sea captain on an ocean
trip the Vessel was wrecked but slie
nras valraost miraculously PtfVed the
small box Into which sho was put be¬

ing washed ashore According to her
statement Mrs Dlngman enjoyed the
best of health until three years ngo- -

when she began to suffer from a bad
form of stomach trouble and latere
from rheumatism How she was com- -

plctely restored to health Is 1cst told
In her own words

Nobody knows how I suffered for
tho past three years No matter now
carefully ato I would onduro ngoi
nlcs afterwards from smothering nnd
sinking spells Sometime they were
so severe I would fall to the floor and
would have to be carried to bed I
went for anya at n time without eating

ns I dreaded the misery I knew
would follow po matter what I ate
Theo rheumatism sot In and my shoul ¬

ders end arms hurt roe so I couldnt
comb my hair My back felt like It
was breaking in two

I wbTs almost n the depths of de
epnlrvwhoQ I began on Teniae but this
grand medicine has made me a well
nnd happy woaaan Tm not even trou-
bled

¬

with constipation now thanks to
the Laxative TabletB which hro Jar
superior to anything of the klndpTver -

beefflhealth jand spirits nfter I had given
up hope and Ill always prnlso Teniae
font1 - ---

Teniae Is sold by leading druggists
everywhere Advertisement

Opportunity does a great jieal tliat
ability gets the credit Jorx- -
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